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Central Idea - 02 
Determine a central idea of the text and an. RL.7.2 

 

Directions: Read the passage then complete the chart below 

then write one sentence state the central idea of the text. 

TITLE 

 
  

SUBJECT 

 

  

PROBLEM 

 

  

 

SOLUTION 

 

  

 
 
Central Idea Statement Format: 

__                   struggled with/needed/wanted                         so they                    .    

Write your central idea statement here: 

  

 

4 – Got It 3 – Almost  2 – Working on It 1 – Not Yet 

o Identified all 3 

components in 

the central idea 

statement. 

o Identified 2 

components in 

the central idea 

statement. 

o Identified 2-3 

components but 

did not complete 

a central idea 

statement.  

o Identified 1 

component and 

did not complete 

a central idea 

statement. 
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The Popu lar  Crowd  

Cassandra  had never  been a  member  of the popu lar  crowd.  

Then ,  r ight  before she was schedu led to  start  e ighth  grade,  her  

father  got  a  job  transfer ,  and they  moved  to  another  c ity .  

Cassandra  thought  that  maybe she wou ld  f ina l ly  get  into  the coo l  

crowd at  her  new school .  On the f ir st  day  at  her  new m iddle  

school ,  Cassandra  looked around for  s igns of popu lar  g ir l s .  She  

f igured she wou ld  be ab le  to  te l l  by  their  c loth ing  and conf idence  

if  they  were cons idered coo l  or  not .  At  lunch  she bravely  jo i ned 

some  g ir ls  she ’d  observed  in  her  morn ing  c lasses  -  g ir l s  she ’d  

judged to  be popu lar .  The g ir ls  eager ly  accepted Cassandra  and 

were incredib ly  sweet  to  her  a l l  week .   

On Monday of  the second  week ,  Cassandra  not iced that  one 

of the g ir ls  in  her  new crowd was miss ing  at  luncht ime.  She 

wondered  where her  new fr iend had  gone .  Much  to  her  surpr ise ,  

when one of the other  g ir ls  ment ioned Mar ia ’ s  name ,  the rest  of  

the group  a l l  ro l led thei r  eyes .  The leader  of the group  made a  

sn ide  comment  about  how much  she detested Mar ia ,  and Cassandra  
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was surpr ised when everybody e lse ch imed i n  w ith  mean th ings  to  

say  about  her .  Cassandra  found herself  wonder ing  what  she had 

missed .  The absent  g ir l  had seemed rea l ly  n ice and  had gotten 

a long  w ith  everyone the week  before .  

A few days later ,  when Cassandra  jo ined the group  for  lunch ,  

Mar ia  had returned,  and  everyone  was chatt ing  as  if  noth ing  had 

ever  happened.  She  cou ld  barely  bel ieve  her  eyes .  Apparent ly ,  she 

thought ,  her  new fr iends were l ess  s incere  about  their  fr iendsh ip  

than she wou ld  have bel i eved poss ib le .  Cassandra  wondered if  she 

shou ld  pu l l  Mar ia  as ide  and te l l  her  about  the mean th ings that  

had been sa id .  Before she cou ld  act  on  her  thought ,  Mar ia  gave 

her a  w ink  and wh ispered,  “We’ l l  ta lk  later . ”  
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Central Idea - 02 
Determine a central idea of the text and an. RL.7.2 

 

Directions: Read the passage then complete the chart below 

then write one sentence state the central idea of the text. 

TITLE 

 
 The Popular Crowd 

SUBJECT 

 

 Cassandra 

PROBLEM 

 

  

Wanted to be part of the popular crowd 

SOLUTION 

 

 At her new school she hung out with them but found they 

weren’t very nice. 

 
 
Central Idea Statement Format: 

__                   struggled with/needed/wanted                         so they                    .    

Write your central idea statement here: 

 


